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lie believed.   Daylight broke through the windows when Mrs. Fremont
came and found him at his desk with a particular friend, Mr, Edward Davis
of Philadelphia. 'I want you two, but no others/ murmured the General.
Then he read them the proclamation. And they, as wife and particular
friend, said it was good, it was a stroke of genius, it would end the war, save
the country, and send his name down the ages.
'Circumstances, in my judgment of sufficient urgency/ ran the proclama-
tion, 'render it necessary that the commanding general of this department
should assume the administrative powers of the State.5 In pompous terms and
with threats he didn't have power to enforce, lie declared * martial law
throughout the State of Missouri5. Drawing the line of die Union Army
across half the State, he promised that all persons north of this line caught
4 with arms in their hands* would have court-martial and sif found guilty
will be shot*. Also "the property, real and personal, of all persons in the
State of Missouri who shall take up anus against the United States, or who
shall be directly proven to have taken an active part with their enemies in
die field, is declared to be confiscated to the public use, and their slaves, if
any they have, are hereby declared freemen". Thus he would bring the
Terror to Missouri before marching his armies southward and subjugating
the hostile populations between St. Louis and New Orleans.
Having written the proclamation in the night, he issued it in the morning.
With so important a proclamation there should be no delay, in his judgment.
It was too good to be laid aside and read over again on the cliance that later
judgment might revise it.
Lincoln, along with the country7, first heard of the proclamation through
the newspapers. After getting an authentic text lie wrote Fremont on Sep-
tember 2nd: 'Should you shoot a man, according to the proclamation, the
Confederates would very certainly shoot our best men in their hands in
retaliation; and so, man for man, indefinitely. It is, therefore, my order that
you allow no man to be shot under the proclamation without first having
my approbation or consent.* Then Lincoln urged that 'the confiscation of
property and the liberation of slaves of traitorous owners will alarm our
Southern Union friends and turn them against us; perhaps ruin our rather
fair prospect for Kentucky*. He asked Fremont to modify the proclamation
so as to conform with an act of Congress passed on August 6th concerning
confiscation of property used for insurrectionary purposes. sThis letter is
written in a spirit of caution, and not of censure, I send it by special mes-
senger, in order that it may certainly and speedily reach you.9
Fremont took six days to write a reply to Lincoln. sln the night I decided
upon the proclamation and the form of it. I wrote it die next morning and
printed it the same day. I did it without consultation or advice with any-